[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image1.png
SECOND DAY SUCCOT 2000
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

In the benching, the grace after meals, we h ave a special insertion for Succot
which asks G-d to erect once again the succah of David that fell. This refers to
the Temple. Why should the Temple be referred to as a succah? After all, it
was a permanent succah. Secondly, why was it referred to as the succah of
David? David did not build the Temple; Solomon, his son, did. Also, when
we circle the synagogue, we say the expression which no one seems to know
what it means, "Anee Voho." There is an argument among the rabbis as to
what this means. Rabbi Yeshmoel says, based on the verse, "This is my G-d
V'Anvayhu and I will beatify Him," this refers to the decorations of the succah.
Rabbi Abashoel says that this does not refer to the beautiful exterior of the
Temple, but it refers to the qualities that we must have if we are to have a
successful Temple. It says V'Anvayhu, which in Hebrew means "I and he",
which Abashoel says means that just as G-d is merciful, I must be merciful, that
just as G-d is compassionate, I must be compassionate. In other words, he said
that it is not the exterior of a temple or synagogue which makes it a house of

worship, but the inner qualities within it that make it pleasing to G-d.

We know that a Jewish house of worship is different than most other houses of

worship in that most other houses of worship try to create a heaven on earth.
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They try to create a place where people can go to feel the joy and happiness of
what will be in the future life. They, so to speak, are transported to heaven.
They stand in awe of such a place because they know that in the rest of the

earth there cannot be such a place.

In Judaism, though, religion is not an aesthetic experience. It is true it is nice
to have a beautiful place to worship, but it is not essential. It is not a
prerequisite for successful worship. What we try to do in our world is bring
G-d down to assist us in helping us solve our problems here and now. We do
not want to be transported to heaven. We want G-d to come down and help us
here. That's why the direction of prayer is from the people up, while in most
other houses of worship, the direction of the prayer is from the altar down.
What is important in Jewish prayer is that we have Jewish dreams, Jewish
aspirations that we want to realize in this world, and we need G-d's help to do
these things because we believe that this is also G-d's dream. We know that

many times our houses of worship will be changed, but the dream has to

continue.
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Why is this called the succah of David? Because David had the dream. He
was not allowed to build the Temple because, as the Tenach said, he had too
much blood on his hands fighting for the Jewish people in defensive wars, and
the second reason given is, when a famine struck, he would not use the money
he had collected to build the Temple to alleviate the famine. He had a dream,
and he transmitted this dream to Solomon. Therefore, it was still his dream.
Jewish have their ups and downs. Look at all the synagogues that have been
destroyed throughout the ages, but the Jewish dream continues, and new
synagogue are built. There was only one Temple site, and eventually the
Temple will be built. We do not know when, but it will be. It may take
another 1000 years, but it will be built. The dream exists. We know that our
synagogues are important, but they are temporary mostly. I remember the
synagogue in Seattle where I grew up with 1250 seats. It was built in the
Moorish style, and was beautiful. Now it is a community center. The
neighborhood has changed. The dream stayed even though the buildings may

come and go.

The Jewish dream of universal peace has now been adopted by the world. The
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words from Isaiah are on the building of the United Nations, although there is
still not peace in the world. It takes a long time to realize dreams, and it takes
a lot of effort and a lot of different types of people. To build the Temple took
only the dream of David, but it took the actual construction by his son,

Solomon.

On Succot, we invited the Ushpeezim. We invite into our succah Abraham,
Yitzchak, Yaacov, Yosef, Moshe, Aaron, and Dovid. The Medrash teaches us
that there are seven groups of righteous people. One is like the sun, one if like
the moon, one is like the lightning, one if like the atmosphere, one is like the
stars, one is like the menorah in the Temple. Another is like the rose.
Avraham was like the sun. He was a beacon, with wonderful and fresh ideas.
Yitzchak was like the moon. He reflected these ideals. He did not add too
much to these ideals, but he preserved them in dark times. Yaacov refracted
the light, like the atmosphere does. He had so many troubles, but, in spite of
all his troubles, he could still see the light, even though it was refracted by his
many problems. Yosef was like a streak of lightning. He saw things were

changing, and he was able to adapt Judaism's teachings to a new culture without
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sacrificing the Halacha. He met great opposition, just like today. There was
opposition to using English from the pulpit, although now the Artscroll uses
English all the time, to educating women, etc. Moshe was like the stars. He
gave us Jewish learning, which is always there. The stars are always there,
though we have to make an effort to see them sometimes. Aaron stood for the
light of tradition and ceremony, and Dovid stood for the rose, which blooms
among the thorns. It gives off so much beauty, even though there is so much
pain involved, too. Dovid suffered much of his life, yet, he composed the
beautiful Psalms. In spite of his pain and suffering, he prevailed. Yes, it is
correct to say, "And G-d, He shall re-erect the succah of David that is falling,"
because the important thing is the dream. Even though it is nice to have a nice
place to pray, and even, as Rabbi Ishmael said, it should be decorated
beautifully like our synagogue now, and even though Abashoel said it has to
reflect compassion and kindness if it is to be worth anything, and, as Rabbi
Yosef said, it should be a combination of both, yet, it is only temporary. The

important thing is the dream. If you have the dream is can be rebuilt.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a man in Boston who was caught
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selling eternal youth pills. He was brought to the police station. They found he

had a previous record. He had been arrested in 1632, in 1745, and 1848.

Our synagogues have been rebuilt all over the world, even though they have
been burned down, as it happened every today in France and Brussels and
Syracuse. Our dreams will never be destroyed. The succah of David will one
day be erected in Yerushalayim. When we do not know, but as long as we
dream the dream, our synagogues will flourish, and the Mashiach will come,

and then the Temple will surely be rebuilt. Amen.




